
Organizing a short essay 
 

HIT FORMULA: Hook, Information, Thesis. 
HOOK: A creative beginning to hook the reader into your essay. 
INFORMATION: Explain the issue by introducing the source by author and title and explaining what it is 
about. You should do this before you quote from the source. 
THESIS:  Your argument on the issue that is based upon facts from the source. 
 

HIT formula:  
Hook or creative beginning to hook the reader which will lead 

into the issue generally.  
 

Transition to Introduction of a source by author and title of 
your strongest source that discusses the issue you wish to 
argue. Explain in your own words in a sentence or two 
what the source is about. Use a transition to the Thesis 

statement or argument that includes why or how. 
 

Use a transition from the thesis or argument to the 
paraphrase or quote from the passage you wish to use from 
the source you just introduced before your thesis. You need 
to connect this transition to the paraphrase or quote with by 

explaining its context (what is going on, who is being 
interviewed before you paraphrase or quote from it). You 

then use a one-sentence paraphrase or and an in-text-citation 
(either the page or if the article has no page, use the author’s 
last name). After the in-text-citation, explain how this example 

ties in or supports the thesis. 
 
 

Use a transition to your second strongest citation that 
supports your thesis. If you have not introduced the source, 

use a signal phrase to introduce it by author and title and 
explain what it is about. Use a transition from the signal 
phrase to the passage you wish to use by explaining its 

context (what is going on, who is being interviewed before 
you quote or paraphrase from it) using a one-sentence quote 

or paraphrase and an in-text-citation ( ). Explain how this 
example ties in or supports the argument or thesis.  

 
 

 Use a transition to your third citation, which may be a 
counter-argument, or an argument that opposes or differs 
from your thesis. (Counter-arguments should be used only 
after you’ve provided strong support for your thesis.) If you 

have not introduced the source, use a signal phrase to 
introduce it by author and title and explain what it is about. 
Use a transition from the signal phrase to the passage you 

wish to use by explaining its context (what is going on, who 
is being interviewed before you quote  or paraphrase from it) 

using a one-sentence quote or paraphrase and an in-text-
citation ( ). Explain the weakness in the thinking of this 

argument and bring the essay back to your original thesis.  
 
 

Use a transition to your conclusion. (Do not start with “In 
conclusion,” since we know this.) Do not restate all previous 

points; instead, using your own ideas and words, restate 
your opinion or suggest a solution that supports the thesis.  

 


