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How to cite an 
annotated book in MLA 

(Such as The Essential Dracula: 
The Definitive Annotated Edition of 

Bram Stoker’s Classic Novel) 

In-text citation of  Stoker 
�  If  you decide to quote a sentence from the novel in your 

essay, do this using a signal phrase that explains the book by 
author and title and what it is about before you quote from it: 

     In The Essential Dracula, an annotated edition that includes Bram 
Stoker’s novel, Dracula, Stoker describes how an unsuspecting Jonathan 
Harker travels to Transylvania to help Count Dracula purchase property in 
England. Harker writes in his journal that while sleeping at the count’s 
castle, Harker finds himself surrounded by three beautiful female vampires. 
One of the vampires drops to her knees as she lingers over his throat. “Then 
she paused, and I could hear the churning sound of her tongue49 as it licked 
her teeth and lips, and could feel the hot breath on my neck” (52). 

�  Your direct quote must be the text’s exact words, attributing 
the quote to the novel and to the speaker, and include the 
numbers for footnotes, too. 

In-text citation of  Wolf  
�  If  you decide to quote one of  Wolf’s notes about the novel in your 

essay, do this using a signal phrase that names the novel by 
author and title and explains what it is about before you quote 
from it. It should also cite the note in context: 

      In The Essential Dracula, an annotated edition that includes Bram Stoker’s 
novel, Dracula, Stoker describes how an unsuspecting Jonathan Harker travels to 
Transylvania to help Count Dracula purchase property in England. Harker writes 
in his journal that while sleeping at the count’s castle, Harker finds himself 
surrounded by three beautiful female vampires. One of the vampires drops to her 
knees as she lingers over his throat as she makes a strange sound with her 
tongue. Wolf comments in a footnote that he has been unable to reproduce this 
sound. “I have tried, calmly as well as passionately, to reproduce this churning 
sound with my tongue, but without success” (52n49). 

�  Your in-text citation must include the page and the footnote 
number, too. 

Works Cited example 
�  Your in-text citation should include the book’s author and title 

since this leads to the entry on your Works Cited page. Your 
essay will cite more than one source, so the page which lists 
these is called a Works Cited page. (An essay citing only one 
source has a Work Cited page.) 

�  This Works Cited entry will be the same whether you discuss 
Stoker’s novel or Wolf’s annotations in your essay.  
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