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English 53 Fall 2015 Guidelines 
CRN 71606, TTh 8-10:05 a.m. Humanities 20  

Professor Kathy Freeman, BC Office H35, (661) 395-4458 
Office Hours: TTh 10:06 a.m. -12:06 p.m. and T 3:06-4:06 p.m. in H35 (or by appointment) 

Website: http://kathyfreeman.weebly.com/ 
E-mail: kfreeman@bakersfieldcollege.edu 

	  
Welcome to Eng 53! 

Thank you for enrolling in our class. I look forward to working with you throughout the semester. Eng 53 is open to 
students who are eligible for either Eng 60 or Eng 50, and the class is a combination of both of these courses. 
You will learn how to improve your reading, thinking, organization, and writing skills to help prepare you for Eng 
1A by the end of the semester. Students who pass Eng 53 with a “C” grade or better can take Eng 1A.  
 
To pass Eng 53, students must improve their writing skills throughout this class. Since it is difficult to do this 
alone, Eng 53 instructors attempt to create a class community so students feel comfortable working with each 
other. We also teach you about college survival skills and support programs such as the PLATO grammar lab, BC 
Tutoring, the Writing Center, and the BC library. Students who use these services often have a much higher pass 
rate than students who do not. You learn by writing and rewriting, which helps improve your work and grade. J 
 

Required Books  
Eng 53 Texts: 

• Hacker, Diana, and Nancy Sommers. A Writer’s Reference. 7th ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2011. 
ISBN: 978-0312601430. 

• Lopez, Steve. The Soloist: A Lost Dream, An Unlikely Friendship, and the Redemptive Power of Music. 
New York: Berkley Books, 2008. ISBN: 978-042523836. 

• Carlson, Kamala. Supersonic Writing Tips: Grammar Cards. ISBN: 2810050011370. (These cards can be 
purchased only at the BC bookstore.) 

• A college-level dictionary or college-level electronic dictionary also is recommended. 
Supplies:  

• A stapler with staples. 
• A three-ring binder with pockets and dividers. You will use this to take notes, write drafts, and collect 

handouts to create a Writer’s Notebook. This should be a binder that you can open and close since you 
will add and remove papers from it and reorganize the notebook at the end of the semester. 

• Loose-leaf, college-ruled binder paper. 
• Blue or black pens, a pen with different colored ink for corrections, several No. 2 pencils, and Whiteout. 
• Two large envelopes (10 x 13 inches). 
• One packet of Scantrons, Form 815-E (15 questions).  
• A BC e-mail account; a flash or thumb drive; and a BC student I.D. card. A Turnitin.com account is 

provided for you.  
• Access to a computer and printer to print handouts from the class website. 

 
About the Class 

Eng 53 Course Description: Emphasizes developing arguments and strengthening critical thinking, organizing, 
and reading and writing skills relevant to college work through a thematic approach. Prepares students for English 
B1a. Units: 4. Prerequisites: ACDV B68/ACDV B65 or ENSL B70/EMLS B70 with a minimum grade of ‘C’ or 
English Level 4. Hours: 72 lect. CCS: Credit Course. Note: For courses that list ENGL B50 as a prerequisite, 
either ENGL B50 or ENGL B53 with a grade of ‘C’ or better may be used. Transferable: Not degree applicable. 
Not transferable. 
 
Our class theme in Eng 53 is homelessness. You will read a non-fiction book about a homeless man in Los Angeles 
and some additional news stories. Your essays will take a stand on homelessness and related issues. Your stand 
will not be based on your opinion but on the sources you cite to support your argument. We will build your essays 
through in-class exercises, and you will write two out-of-class assignments: a short essay based on the first half of 
the book, and a short research paper based on the second half of the book and an article you will find through the 
BC library when our class visits for a research orientation. 
 
Since a big part of writing is learning from errors and correcting them, you will have the opportunity to revise some  
assignments for additional points. Writing is just like any other skill that requires practice. Your writing should 
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improve so you have few sentence structure or grammatical errors by the end of the semester. While we will go 
over these areas in class, you will be expected to work on sentence structure, grammar, spelling, and punctuation 
on your own, too, since these are an important part of the skills you must master by the end of the semester so 
you are ready for Eng 1A. 
 
Students can pass Eng 53 if they demonstrate minimum competency standards in college-level writing, reading of 
sources, and critical thinking by the end of the semester as outlined in the Student Learning Outcomes below.  
 
Eng 53 Student Learning Outcomes / Course Goals: By the end of this class, you should be able to: 
1. Write papers that  

• demonstrate the use of expository and argumentative or persuasive forms of writing.  
• demonstrate MLA format and citation.  
• show evidence of drafting, editing, and revision to reflect an academic tone and style. 
• use a variety of sentence patterns appropriately and correctly.  
• use the standard conventions of written English--spelling, punctuation, and capitalization.  

2. Demonstrate the legitimate use of credible sources by  
• summarizing, paraphrasing sources.  
• synthesizing multiple sources.  
• avoiding plagiarism.  

3. Evaluate and establish the credibility of an author's work. 
 4. Read a complete work and other selected readings around a theme and demonstrate comprehension, critical 
thinking, analysis, and connection to other texts, situations, and cultures.  
 5. Demonstrate the use of strategies, such as note-taking, time management, study skills, goal setting, and 
college navigation, that are needed to be a successful college student. 
 

Class Disclaimers 
Class Content: Topics may include controversial issues such as homelessness, poverty, crime, mental illness, 
addiction, violence, death, racial discrimination, police actions, government, media, and sex. Film clips may depict 
these issues in detail, and some people interviewed may use profanity. If topics like these offend you or make you 
uncomfortable, you should take this course from someone else. Due to our discussion of mature topics, children 
should not be brought to class, so please arrange for childcare. 
 
Attendance: My attendance policy is simple: Be at class on time and plan to stay the entire class session. BC 
regulations state that students who miss two weeks of instruction throughout the semester should be dropped. In 
our class, that is four absences. If you are absent four times, you will be dropped. If you believe you have a 
legitimate personal emergency that will force you to miss two weeks of class, please put yourself and your loved 
ones first and drop this class now. You can take it at another time when your life isn’t so stressful. 
 
Tardiness: This is an 8 a.m. class. If you know you can’t be here on time, please drop Eng 53 now so someone 
who can be here on time can take the class in your place. If you arrive late or leave class early two times, this 
counts as one absence. If you miss 30 minutes of a class, that also counts as an absence. Tardiness disrupts 
class and can result in you missing a quiz, which costs you points. I also collect homework at the beginning of 
class, so if you are late to class, your homework loses points.  
 
Late Work Policy: If you walk in after the work has been collected, expect your work to be marked “late” with 
points deducted to be fair to those students who have done the work on time. If you are late to class or if you turn 
in essays or papers late the day they are due, you lose 5 percent. If you miss a due date completely, you lose 10 
percent for each calendar day the work is late, including Fridays and weekends. Excuses such as car problems, 
parking problems, childcare problems, printing problems, or drinking problems are not acceptable. 
 
If You Do Miss a Class, Do Not E-mail Me to Ask, “What did I miss?” It is your responsibility to read the 
syllabus and know what is being discussed. Exchange phone numbers with several classmates so you can find 
out what you miss if you are absent. As a college student, you should keep track of your assignments, grades, 
and enrollment status. If you are absent numerous times and have not dropped by the last drop date, you 
probably will receive a failing grade in this class. 
 
Books and Supplies: You are expected to acquire the required texts and supplies to pass this class.  
 
Student Conduct: You are encouraged to ask questions and respectfully share opinions. You have the right to 
express your point of view on any topic discussed in class, but you also must respect the right of others to 
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express their opinions even though they differ from yours. If we listen, we can learn from each other. I expect 
mature and respectful behavior from my students. Disruptions such as tardiness, talking, cell phones, texting, 
sleeping, rude or offensive comments, outbursts, fighting, making out, and just overall weird behavior will not be 
tolerated.  
 
During class, cell phones are to be turned off and put away since they are a distraction. Your backpack and purses 
should be placed on the floor so you can use your desk for in-class work. If you decide to use a phone during a 
quiz or test, expect a failing grade on the quiz or test. 
 
Homework Determines Most of Your Grade: While we complete some in-class writing, most of your grade is 
based upon completing homework assignments. Occasionally, a student attends class but fails to complete 
homework. Even if you do well on in-class work, if you do not complete homework assignments, you will fail the 
class. A “D” or “F” grade forces you to repeat this course. If you are overloaded with work, other classes, or 
family obligations, please consider taking the class later when your schedule is lighter. As part of your homework, 
you will be asked to print handouts from the class website and bring these to class for points. Items sent to tablets, 
laptops, or phones do not count as printed handouts.  
 
PLATO Grammar Lab:  Homework also includes completing and passing four assigned PLATO grammar lab 
assignments. This can be done here at BC in the Student Success Lab in SS 143 or online at home. Your grade 
will be based upon assignments completed successfully by Friday, Oct. 30. We will visit the lab for a PLATO 
orientation. Students also are encouraged to seek the help of a peer tutor at the BC Tutoring Center or to make an 
appointment at the Writing Center for assistance with their writing. 
 
Library Research Workshops: You also are expected to attend two BC library research workshops by Monday, 
Nov. 9, as part of your homework. Workshops are offered in the afternoons, evenings, and on weekends. If you 
can’t attend these workshops, you must request an alternative research assignment by Friday, Sept. 4.  
 
In-Class Writing Conferences: I work with students individually during class. This means that as others work 
quietly, I may walk around the room and ask you questions at your desk, or we may meet at my desk to discuss 
your work. I will confer with you, read drafts of your work, offer suggestions, share examples of good writing, and 
try to clarify anything that you do not understand. If discussing your work during class makes you uncomfortable, or 
you believe it will hurt your self-esteem, please take this class from someone else.  
 
Your continued enrollment after reading this implies your acceptance of these class disclaimers: class content; 
attendance, tardiness, and late work policy; required books and supplies; student conduct; homework, including 
PLATO assignments and library research workshops; and in-class writing conferences. 
 

State Limit on Repeating Classes 
You can’t take a class more than three times in the Kern Community College District if you received a “W” or a 
poor grade. After the third attempt, you must take the class elsewhere. If you wish to drop a class, please do so 
by Sept. 6 to avoid having the class count. 

 
Class Policies 

Academic Honesty: Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of a writer without giving that writer credit. While 
plagiarism is a serious academic offense that can result in a failing grade as well as college disciplinary action, it 
also is easy to avoid. In this class, you will learn how to avoid plagiarism through proper introduction and citation 
of sources before you use facts from them. 
 
Other Forms of Cheating: Some students may cut and paste information from the Internet, copy work from 
friends, or ask friends or relatives to complete their work. I expect the assignments that you turn in to be yours. If 
you turn in work that isn’t yours, allow others to copy your work, talk during quizzes, or have your cell phone out 
during quizzes or tests, you may receive an “F” for that assignment and be reported to the Dean of Students. 
 
Supportive Services: Students with disabilities needing accommodations should make requests to Disabled 
Students Programs and Services, SS 40, (661) 395-4334, or in Delano, Room 1001 (661) 720-2000. All requests 
for accommodations require appropriate advance notice to avoid a delay in services. Please discuss approved 
accommodations with me. 
 
Wait List: BC’s policy is to use wait lists to ensure fairness in adding students. The wait list will be used only 
during the first few class sessions and then this class will be closed.  
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Grading: All writers improve their skills through revision, so you will have the chance to correct or revise some 
assignments for additional points. I give feedback on what you write, provide occasional grade reports, and post 
grades on the class website so you know where you stand. While I don’t assign extra credit, I do drop your lowest 
Scantron quiz grade and include a bonus question on most quizzes and tests. Due to the grading workload in 
writing classes, I may assign several exercises that you will complete, but I may grade only one of these. I also 
may confer with you on an essay and discuss how to improve it rather than mark it.  
 
Why You Need to Use a BC E-mail Account: We have a lab orientation planned and you need your BC e-mail 
sign-on and password to participate in this. You should take advantage of free computer access at any school you 
attend. The easiest way to protect your work is by backing it up on the campus computer system and e-mailing it 
to yourself as an attachment. This saves you if your computer or flash drive is damaged, lost, or stolen.  
 

Office Hours  
Office hours are times set aside by teachers to meet with you to answer questions you may have. My office is 
located in Humanities 35. My office hours this semester are TTh 10:06 a.m. -12:06 p.m. and T 3:06-4:06 p.m. 
in H35. I suggest scheduling appointments to ensure you do not have to wait. If my office hours don’t fit with your 
schedule, we can try to find another time that works for both of us.  
 

Grades and Assignments 
Grading: The grading scale is 90-100% = “A”; 80-89% = “B”; 70-79 = “C”; 60-69% = “D”; 59 and below = “F.” The 
total number of points earned will determine your grade. You should keep all your graded work, handouts, and 
grade reports until the end of the semester since this is your record of what you’ve completed. 
 

Here is a tentative point breakdown for Eng 53:  
Assignments     Points     % of Grade  
Study Skills     150                  17 

1. Exercises    40  
2. Articles of the Week (3x10)  30 
3. Writer’s Notebook   20  

   4.    Note-Taking (2x15)   30 
5.    In-class writing    30        

Quizzes/Tests                200                  22 
       1.  Scantron Quizzes (7x20)   140 
       2.  Other quizzes (2x10)   20 
       3.  Final Exam    40  

HW   (PLATO, library)                                     100                      11 
1. PLATO  (4x15)     60  
2. Library Workshops (2x15)  30 
3. BC Assignment (library book)  10        

HW   (Essay)                                                    150                      17 
1.  Research Cards    30 
2.  Research Peer Review   10 
3.  Essay Draft w/ corrections  20 
4.  Essay (MLA)    60 
5.  Essay Peer Review   10 
6.  Revised Essay    20   

HW (Final Research Paper)   300                  33   
1.  Research Cards   60 
2.  Research Peer Review   10 
3.  Paper Draft w/ corrections  30 
4.  Paper (MLA)     130  
5.  Paper Peer Review   10 
6.  Paper Conference   20 
7.  Revised Paper    40 

Total points possible:    900                           100
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Habits of Mind 

If you are looking for organizational tips, Bakersfield College has a program called Habits of Mind that provides 
planning and motivational tools to help students stay enrolled and pass their classes. Here is some information 
about Habits of Mind: 
 
How will you succeed at BC this semester? What determines success is not circumstance, but habit. Habits of 
Mind, It’s POSSIBLE at BC has many free tools intended to help you accomplish your goals in school. Only you 
can overcome the challenges you face this semester and in life.  Start out successfully with these steps: 

• Visit the Habits of Mind website under Student Services on the BC website. 
• Download the app for Habits of Mind at Bakersfield College for power in your palm. 
• Ask for help, do the work, and refuse to quit. 

Success takes energy, planning, and strategies for both the expected challenges in school as well as the 
unexpected twists life can take. Ask your professor for more information. Now is the time to develop new habits. 

 
Important Dates  

Aug. 24:  Instruction begins. 
Sept. 4:  Last day to drop Eng 53 with a refund. 
Sept. 6:  Last day to drop Eng 53 without receiving a “W” grade. 
Sept. 7:  Labor Day Holiday. BC is closed.. 
Oct. 30:  Last day to drop Eng 53 and receive a “W” grade. 
Nov. 11:  Veterans’ Day Holiday. BC is closed. 
Nov. 26-27:  Thanksgiving Holiday. BC is closed. 
Dec. 10:  Eng 53 Final Exam 8-9:50 a.m. 
Dec. 11:  Fall semester ends. 

 
 


