
About this essay: 
This 300-word essay assignment helps me assess your writing. You will not be graded on your opinion, but on 
how well you argue it as you follow the guidelines below. All phones and electronic devices should be shut 
off during this assignment. 
 
Diagnostic Essay Directions for AoW 1: 
You are being asked to use the article to answer this question:  Should Los Angeles provide restroom 
facilities for homeless people living on the streets? Why or why not? 
 
Once you begin to write, write neatly in ink and skip every other line on your paper since this helps us 
read and make comments on your writing. If you make a mistake, neatly cross it out and keep writing. 
 
 Writing Tips: 

1)   Do not waste words restating the question. Instead, use the HIT Formula (Hook, Information, Thesis) 
and write a creative beginning in your first paragraph. This should lead to an introduction of the article 
in the second paragraph by author and “Title,” with a brief explanation of what the article is about in a 
sentence or two after that. 

 
2)  Your thesis or argument that answers the question should be clearly stated by the end of your second 

or third paragraph. 
 

3)   Use only one direct quote from the article to support your thesis or argument. You can quote the 
article only once, quoting no more than a sentence, to support your viewpoint. Be sure to attribute the 
quote to the speaker who says it by name and title and to the story, too.    

 
4)   You can briefly explain the issue in your own words and attribute the facts to the article, but most of 

your essay should be your ideas. (Simply restating the story reflects little thinking of your own.)  
 

5)  You should write in third person (no “you,” “your,” “I” “me” “myself,” “we,” or “our”) throughout your essay. 
 

6) Proofread your essay after you’ve written it. Double-check names, spelling of words against those in 
the story. Check the direct quote you used for accuracy along with any facts you cite.	  

 
7)    You should write in readable handwriting that uses upper and lower case letters. Count the words on 

each page and write this number on the bottom of each page. Write the total word count at the end 
of the essay. You should write only 300-325 words. 

 
8)    Turn in the article, any scratch paper you used, these directions, and your essay by the end of class. 

 
	  


