
Eng 50 AoW 1:  “Bathroom access on skid row is worse than in a Syrian refugee camp, report says” 
 

NAME________________________________________ 
 

Directions: Print this form and the article that follows. Read the article first and then fill out this form. 
Staple it to the article and turn both in. You will need a highlighter, a pen, a stapler, and a dictionary. 

 
1. Read the article carefully and annotate the story by writing on it. Highlight key passages; write in the 
margins to show evidence of a close reading, your reactions, or your confusion. (2 pts.) 
 
2. Introduce this article by author and “Title” and explain in your own words what it is about.  (2 pts.)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. In your own words, explain why the lack of public toilets in the Skid Row area creates what some 

 describe as a public health crisis. (2 pts.)   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. In your own words, explain what the report meant when it stated “the absurd has become the normal.” 
	   	  (2 pts.) 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

      5. Should Los Angeles provide restroom facilities for homeless people living on the streets? Why or  
            why not? (2 pts.) 
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Bathroom access on skid row is worse than in a  
Syrian refugee camp, report says 

 
By Gale Holland 

 
Homeless people on skid row have less access to 

bathrooms than Syrian refugees living in a United Nations 
camp overseas, according to a report released Thursday by a 
group of homeless service providers, advocates and residents. 

The report found only nine public toilets open at night 
for 1,800 homeless people sleeping on skid row sidewalks and 
alleys. The conditions violate sanitation standards that the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees sets for 
long-term camps, including a Jordan installation for Syrian 
refugees, the report said. 

During the day, more bathrooms are open, but the 
facilities still fall short of U.N. minimum standards by 64 
toilets, the study found. 

The bathroom crunch has persisted despite 2012 findings 
by the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health that 
human waste, extreme overcrowding and exposed living 
conditions in the 50-block skid row district posed an increased 
risk of meningitis, staph, lice and fungal infections, along with 
hepatitis A. 

The health department recommended that the city add 
toilets and access to soap, water and hand sinks, but skid row 
is still waiting, the report said. 

“The lack of basic amenities like public toilets has gone 
on for so long that in skid row, the absurd has become the 
normal,” the report said. 

“This is a public health crisis,” said Homeless Health 
Care Los Angeles Administrator Stephany Campos, who 
participated in the audit. 

A spokesman for Mayor Eric Garcetti said he had 
earmarked $1.3 million in his 2017-18 budget for mobile 
showers and bathrooms, and the Department of Recreation and 
Parks is building two permanent restrooms in San Julian and 
Gladys parks on skid row. 

“Everyone should be able to bathe or use the restroom 
safely and with dignity, and anyone who walks the streets of 
skid row knows that we need infrastructure that meets the 
needs of our unsheltered population,” Garcetti press secretary 
Alex Comisar said in an email. 

The report, titled “No Place to Go,” calls for the city to 
provide 107 additional toilets by the end of the year. It was 
based on an audit in January and February conducted by the 
Los Angeles Central Providers Collaborative, the city-county 
C3 homeless outreach team, Los Angeles Mission, Midnight 
Mission, Downtown Women’s Center, the Inner City Law 
Center and skid row residents and organizations. 

 
 
 
 

 
The audit found that 38% of the available bathrooms 

were broken during operating hours, and most lacked soap, 
paper towels and feminine products. Homeless people have to 
ask guards to use mission facilities, and staff are stingy with 
toilet paper, the report said. 

The bathrooms are also hard to get into, inaccessible to 
disabled people and provide no privacy, the auditors said. 

“Users have to step over people sleeping in a crowded 
courtyard to get to the toilets and once inside, users discover 
that the stalls have no doors,” the report said. 

Photographer Alexander Laurent, a former skid row 
apartment resident, said the sanitation problems affect not just 
homeless people but those who live in the 50-block downtown 
district’s buildings. 

“The overwhelming environment, the smell, the 
unsanitary conditions definitely take a toll on you just as an 
observer,” said Laurent, who helped with the audit. “How are 
these conditions acceptable?” 

The report called on the city to hire and train bathroom 
attendants selected from the skid row community to provide 
round-the-clock security and referrals to food, shelter, 
showers, clothes washers and healthcare. The attendants could 
be equipped with cellphones to report safety concerns or alert 
maintenance crews when repairs or supplies are needed, the 
report said. 

“This collaboration must dedicate additional public 
resources to provide sufficient ... toilets that are functional and 
architecturally pleasing,” the report said. “The community will 
be better able to thrive when its members feel safe and 
comfortable and the community is cleaner, safer, more 
environmentally friendly and attractive.” 

	  
	  

Photo by Francine Orr / Los Angeles Times 
One of four self-cleaning public toilets on Skid Row, 
shown in 2013 photo. 


